
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
WELCOME AND THANK YOU 
 
It is so lovely to have nearly all of the children back this week; as of yesterday we have 93% of all  
students attending school. The children have settled back into routine beautifully, with teachers drawing 
together the threads of their teaching and learning programs. All are fully engaged in their learning, and 
are loving being back with their friends.  
 
Staff did a sensational job adapting to the changes that were made regularly over the past 2 months. I 
thank them all for their enormous efforts, and willingness to ‘go the extra mile’ to support the children, 
and each other.  
 
 Gardeners and cleaners are continuing to work extremely hard, cleaning high touch surface areas 

and playground equipment.  
 
 Education assistants supported our students with special needs while assisting teachers with the 

development of work packages for individual students. 
 
 Office staff made themselves available over the holidays to keep the communications open  

between the school and parents.  
 
 Teachers were very open to learning new ways to connect with their students. It was lovely to see 

them working in teams creating support materials, and in some cases, videos that would support 
both parents and students in the online world.  

 
 The Deputies were working long hours over the holidays, developing models for staff as well as 

endless timetables to respond to changing staff and student numbers. 
 
None of us could have achieved what we did without your support. We thank you for your words of  
kindness and gratitude, and for your encouragement, ideas and good humour. Together we have made it 
through the first couple of stages of COVID19 and I am confident that together we can tackle whatever is 
thrown at us in the coming months. Thank you. 
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STAFFING CHANGES 
Due to the COVID19 crisis, we have had a number of staff unable to work. They have stayed at home 
for different periods of time and for varying reasons – vulnerable family members, pre-existing medical 
conditions, and other changes due to the virus. Some have returned while others are scheduled to  
return next term. Details of these changes have been shared with the families of children in their  
classes. 
 
Ms D’Agostino has commenced parental leave, and we wish her all the best for the arrival of her second 
child.  
 
I’d also like to thank the relief teachers who have been with us for the last four weeks – Ms Ramirez,  
Ms Brennan and Ms Leong. They released classroom teachers to connect with the students working at 
home. They will remain with us a for a few more weeks to give teachers a little extra time to review and 
refine their planning, and prepare for reporting. Thank you ladies, you have been awesome! 
 
 
REPORTING TO PARENTS 
Due to COVID19, school systems/sectors across the country have been offered flexibilities in relation to 
reporting requirements for Semester 1, 2020.  
 
Given the changes to our children’s education over the past few months, it was felt that schools could 
not provide students with reliable and valid grades. Therefore, in line with a decision made for Western 
Australian public schools for this semester, we will not report using an A – E grade.  
 
We will continue to use the Department’s reporting system to report so it will be familiar to you.  
However, as there is still some discussion occurring around reporting, we’ll let you know what our  
reports will look like as soon as we can. 
 
 
UNIFORMS 
School staff are noticing an increasing number of students out of uniform. This concerns us greatly as 
wearing the uniform gives the children a sense of belonging which is of great importance to them.  It also 
provides us with the ability to identify our children at a glance and more importantly to know if we have 
outsiders in our school grounds. 
  
We understand that it has been difficult for you to visit our supplier to buy uniform pieces, but now that 
restrictions have lifted, it would be appreciated if you would supply your child with the correct uniform 
items as soon as possible.  
 
There are quite a few track suit pants and some second hand items available in the P&C uniform shop. 
If you are interested in purchasing one of these items, please ask staff in the front office and we will 
check whether that item is available. 
 
Parents can conveniently order online 24/7 and have items delivered to their home address for a small 
cost. https://www.matrixuniforms.com.au/201-victoria-park-primary-school 
 
Alternatively, you can buy direct or click and collect from the showroom at 1 Hasler Drive, Osborne Park. 
The store is open from 8:30am - 4:00pm Monday to Friday.  
 
 
 



 

 

VIPS  
Week 3                  
Year 2  Room 8 Anthony 
Year 2  Room 9 Zoe  
Year 2  Room 14 Raff   

Celebrating Our Students 

GRADUATION T-SHIRTS 
Year 6 students Joe and Danielle in their new leavers t-shirt. 
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MAINTENANCE AND WORKS  
 
BUILDING UPGRADE 
The tender for the new build went out in mid-March and has now closed. Hopefully the contract will be 
awarded sometime in May/June for a June/July start date.  
 
Over the past few months we have continued to prepare for the new build. We have made a start in  
sorting out the sheds. The equipment in the two large sheds on the oval have been emptied and we are 
now ready to start the process of getting rid of broken and/or excess equipment.  
 
We have two new sheds being built shortly; one between Room 21 and the existing sheds, and the other 
behind Room 21.  We have implemented a staggered lunch break so children have more room to play 
during the build, and this is working well. We will ‘tweak’ it over the coming weeks. 
 
 
HIGH PRIORITY MAINTENANCE 
VPPS was allocated $52,000 for targeted maintenance works, upgrades or refurbishments as per the 
Building Condition Assessment report that was conducted in 2018. The works which included painting, 
insulation, and gutters on the buildings on the Cargill Street site is now complete.  
 
We also had some tuck pointing done as another component of this program. The tuck pointing was done 
on the Junior Primary and Administration buildings, and that is also finished.  
 
 
ROOMS 19 AND 20 
As part of regular maintenance inspection, we became aware that the floors in Rooms 19 and 20 were 
rotting and becoming unsafe. The floors are being completely replaced and sand excavated from under 
the floor to allow for additional ventilation. The work is scheduled to be completed at the end of this week 
with children returning to their regular rooms next week. 



 

 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 
On Wednesday 27 May  our school will be participating in the National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) 
which is promoted by ALIA. Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, and many other places around  
Australia The story this year is “Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas” written and illustrated by Lucinda 
Gifford. Some activities have been made available in the library and for classes for the student to become 
more involved in the event.  
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MOTHERS DAY 
We hope our Mum’s, Grandma’s, Nanna’s, Stepmum's, Carer’s and Mother figures had a wonderful day. 
Room 7 made some beautiful chocolate bouquets.  

FOYER DISPLAY 
Thank you to Mrs Coupar and her Year 6 Room 12 students for the latest foyer display and sharing their 
pictures. “Check out Room 12’s visions and goals for 2020! Their sense of humour is our strength” 
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TRIPLE P (POSITIVE PARENTING PROGRAM) 
Parenting in a Pandemic (Podcast) 
 
A new podcast series has launched on 'Parenting in a Pandemic'. It provides the following information for 
parents from Triple P International:  
·        Introducing parenting in a pandemic (around 1.5 minutes) 
·        Episode 1:  There’s no playbook for parenting in a pandemic (about 12 minutes) 
·       Episode 2:  Creating routine and predictability in uncertain times (to be uploaded soon and about  

12 minutes) 
 
Please share the link and make it as widely available as you feel is appropriate to support families and 
practitioners in WA. To listen, visit 
 
https://pfsc.psychology.uq.edu.au/parentinginapandemic 

APPLICATIONS FOR ENROLMENT KINDERGARTEN AND PRE PRIMARY 2021 
Closing date for applications is Friday 24 July 2020 
 
If your child is starting Kindergarten or Pre-primary in 2021 please make sure you submit your  
Application for Enrolment form by Friday 24 July 2020. Acceptance into the Victoria Park Primary School 
program will not be confirmed until mid-August 2020. 
 
For more information, go to the Department of Education website and follow the links to Early Childhood  
Education or http://www.det.wa.edu.au/education/ece/ . Please note that our Kindergarten Program  
resides at 6-8 Planet Street, Carlisle. 
  
The proposed 15-hour per week Kindergarten roster for 2021 is outlined below:  
  
All day Monday, Wednesday and every alternate Friday 
All day Tuesday, Thursday and every alternate Friday 

P&C MEETING 
The next P&C meeting will be held on Monday 25 May at 7:00pm in the staff room. Please add to 
your calendars and come along.  New members are always welcome.  
 
Please RSVP to president.vicparkpandc@gmail.com or on the Victoria Park Primary P&C Facebook Event 
page. There will be a strict limit of 20 attendees in accordance with current restrictions. 
 

P&C 
All P&C events and activities have been postponed or cancelled until further notice, including: 
 

Pie Friday 
School banking 
Uniform Shop 
 

However, the P&C committee are meeting next week and will keep you updated on any developments. 

PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpfsc.psychology.uq.edu.au%2Fparentinginapandemic&data=02%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cfecb004ffb6d4e554b7708d7efd81426%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C63724158363614
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/education/ece/
mailto:president.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
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