Our School Values
RESPECT
SELF-ESTEEM

RESPONSIBILITY
SELF-MOTIVATION

HONESTY
TEAM WORK
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VICTORIA PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Victoria Park WA 6100

Victoria Park Primary School
Early Childhood Centre
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Carlisle WA 6101
Telephone:

08 6216 4900
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victoriapark.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Website:

http://www.vicparkps.wa.edu.au
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Mrs Deb Eke
Ms Julie Belohlawek

Manager Corporate Services:

Mrs Sue Pereira

School Officers:

Mrs Sharon Cockroft
Miss Rebecca Doak
Mrs Emma-lee Wratten
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT TERM DATES 2019

TERM 1:
Teachers resume
Students resume
Term ends

HOLIDAYS:

SATURDAY 13 APRIL – SUNDAY 28 APRIL

TERM 2:
Teachers resume
Students resume
Term ends

HOLIDAYS:

Monday 30 April
Tuesday 1 May
Friday 5 July

SATURDAY 6 JULY – SUNDAY 21 JULY

TERM 3:
Teachers resume
Students resume
Term ends

HOLIDAYS:

Thursday 31 January and Friday 1 February
Monday 4 February
Friday 12 April

Monday 22 July
Tuesday 23 July
Friday 27 September

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER

TERM 4:
Teachers resume
Students resume
Term ends:
Students
Teachers

Monday 14 October
Tuesday 15 October
Thursday 19 December
Friday 20 December

HOLIDAYS: FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 2019 - SUNDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2020

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND
Term 1 – Thursday 31 January and Friday 1 February
Term 2 – Monday 30 April
Term 3 – Monday 22 July
Term 4 – Monday 14 October and Friday 20 December
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WELCOME
Welcome to the Pre-primary program at Victoria Park Primary School. As your child’s first year of
compulsory, full time schooling we provide a stimulating and enjoyable program that takes into
account the different experiences and backgrounds of the children in our classes. Pre-primary
provides your child with a broad range of activities that will develop skills to help the children
understand the world, and to foster a lifelong love of learning. The children will build on their learning
from Kindergarten and home to further develop their personal and social skills, critical and creative
thinking, physical wellbeing, and literacy and numeracy.
We provide a stimulating, fun environment where students are engaged in a variety of experiences
that will foster a love of learning.
Pre-primary is compulsory and regular attendance at school is very important.
Please keep this booklet in a safe place as you may need to refer to it throughout the year.
1.

Off-site Location

In 2019, the Victoria Park Primary School (VPPS) Pre-Primary program will be re- located to 6-8
Planet Street, Carlisle. This site is a 5 minute drive away from the main primary school site.
For parents who have older children in the school, we have adjusted the start and finish times of the
Kindy and Pre-Primary program so that you can drop off and pick up children at both sites. A Parent
Working Party has been formed to address any issues that may arise with regards to transport.
The Pre-Primary will still be part of Victoria Park Primary School and the children will wear the same
uniform and pay the same fees as the Pre-Primary children do now.
The teachers will continue to work with the other staff at VPPS and will attend their meetings and
have the same school development days. Mrs Pollard and the deputies will work out a schedule so
that they visit and support the Pre-Primary teachers and students on a regular basis.
PRE-PRIMARY PROGRAM
1. The Early Years Learning Framework - Play as a medium for learning
The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) is a national framework for all early childhood educators
ensuring that children in all early childhood education and care settings experience quality teaching
and learning.
The Early Years Learning Framework describes childhood as a time of belonging, being and
becoming.
Belonging - Acknowledging children’s interdependence with others and the basis of relationships
in defining identities. Belonging shapes who children are and who they become.
Being - Recognising the here and now in children’s lives. The early childhood years are not solely
preparation for the future but also about the present.
Becoming - Reflects the process of change in children’s identities, knowledge, understandings,
capabilities, skills and relationships.
The EYLF has a specific emphasis on play-based learning and recognises the importance of
communication and language (including early literacy and numeracy) and social and emotional
development.
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Purposeful play is a powerful medium for learning and helps children make sense of their world. Play
is an important part of your child’s first years of life because it helps the “wiring” of your child’s brain.
Children need opportunities to choose from a wide variety of activities, materials and equipment that
will stimulate, challenge and involve them in interesting tasks.
Educators respond to children’s ideas and play and use intentional teaching to scaffold and extend
each child’s learning.
Loose Parts Play
Research tells us that the degree of inventiveness and creativity and the possibility of discovery are
directly proportional to the number and kind of variables in it. To support this we have embraced a
Loose Parts style of play in our outdoor environment.
A commonly used explanation for Loose Parts play is: materials that can be moved, carried,
combined, redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back together in multiple ways. They are
materials with no specific set of directions that can be used alone or combined with other materials.
At VPPS we call these materials our ‘precious junk’. Loose Parts play promotes independence,
experimentation, resilience and creativity. It also provides endless opportunities for problem solving
and critical thinking. Given the children will be engaging in this type of play, they may come home with
a few minor bumps, bruises or splinters. This is how children develop resilience and learn how to
alter their play if necessary. It is beneficial to learn to face the knocks and challenges of life and what
better way to do this than through play!
Daily Program
The Pre-primary consists of a combination of teacher directed activities and inquiry based learning
opportunities, where children are able to make choices about their learning. Young children do not
learn in the same way as adults, they need to experience things in a concrete form through their five
senses before they can translate this knowledge into symbolic forms. The carefully planned and
structured play-based activities create an interesting, engaging and meaningful curriculum, that uses
children’s interests and questions as a starting point for effective learning. Through inquiry, your child
is learning about the world around them and how he/she can fit within it.
When children play they are showing what they have learned and what they are trying to understand.
This is why play is one of the foundations of the EYLF. The modelling and explicit teaching of social
skills will help develop the children’s self-awareness and self-control.
The main aim of our program is to make your child’s first contact with school a happy and satisfying
experience, which will help to establish positive attitudes to learning. We aim to encourage the
development of your child’s confidence, concentration and social skills, to foster their imagination and
creativity and help build their self-esteem.
We provide a warm, positive atmosphere in our Pre-primary and allow children time to interact and
learn with their peers and adults in a happy, relaxed, yet purposeful environment. We recognise that
each child is unique and develops at his/her own pace and we observe each child in order to provide
the appropriate environment to stimulate more learning.
2.

Western Australian Curriculum

Pre-primary is the first year of compulsory schooling and the curriculum provided by teachers is the
same as all other Australian states.
3. Incursions / Excursions
During the year at Pre-primary we may be involved in some incursions (visitors/events within the
school) and excursions (visits to places outside the school). Both are part of the educational
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program we provide at Pre-primary. A cost is involved in these events and we will endeavour to
give you as much time to pay as possible. If you experience difficulty paying for an event, please
contact the school office manager.
Pre-primary children are involved in swimming lessons. These are usually in Term 4. More
information about swimming will be given later in the year (in previous years, the cost was $60.00 per
child for two weeks of lessons).
All money paid to the teacher must be in an envelope with your child’s name, amount enclosed and
name of excursion written on the front.
NOTE: Please give the teacher the exact money as they do not have change. EFTPOS facilities are
available in the front office at Cargill Street.
4.

Literacy

At Victoria Park we implement a strong oral language and comprehension program for all children.
The children will be exposed to all phases of Phonological Awareness including syllable awareness,
rhyme recognition and initial sounds. Recent research suggests that early knowledge of letters and
sounds has a strong and direct relationship to success and ease of reading acquisition in later years.
It is also very important that parents read to their child (children) every day in order for them to develop
an interest in reading. Each year at the beginning of first term, all Pre-primary children will be
assessed using the On-entry Interview (On Entry Test). Early intervention can then take place for
those children who display some difficulties with their oral language development, comprehension,
numeracy skills and communication skills.
Soundwaves and Reading Eggs
Victoria Park Primary School uses the Soundwaves spelling program from Pre-primary to Year 6.
Soundwaves is complimented by the online Reading Eggs program.
5.

Numeracy

Mathematical understanding in early childhood is integral to developing proficiency in numeracy. We
teach the numerical concepts that are required for everyday life. We do this by providing opportunities
for students to reinforce their mathematical learning in practical, everyday situations during play in
whole group/small group and individual settings. Throughout the Pre-primary year, your children will
be exposed to aspects of numbers, measurement and shape.
6.

The Learning Environment

At Victoria Park we know that learning occurs both inside and outside of the classroom. The children
become actively involved in planned and incidental learning to assist with their mental, physical and
social/emotional development. The indoor and outdoor learning environments are organised and
planned to engage children, making use of the natural and built environments. Activities promote
independence and social interaction through structured tasks and intentional play opportunities.
7. P.A.T.H.S.
The early childhood classes follow a P.A.T.H.S program that lays the foundations for lifelong social emotional learning. P.A.T.H.S stands for Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies. Children will
learn how to do “Turtle” when upset, frustrated or angry as a way of dealing with their emotions in an
appropriate manner. The curriculum is intended to help prevent or reduce behavioural and emotional
problems in young children.
GENERAL INFORMATION
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Allergy Aware School
Victoria Park Primary School has a number of children with severe allergies to a variety of
substances including food and insect bites. With this in mind Victoria Park Primary School is a Nut
Aware School and it is vital that children DO NOT bring food items which contain nuts incl, Peanut
butter, Nutella, Nut bars etc.
A record of dietary restrictions will be kept in the centre. Parents are responsible for keeping the
teacher informed of any changes
Attendance And Punctuality
Consistent, regular attendance at Pre-primary is very important as this practice sets your child in good
stead for the rest of their life at school. Department of Education regulations require a student of
compulsory age to regularly attend a registered school or an approved educational program. Parents
are asked to advise the school in the morning and let us know if your child will be absent from school
for the day. All Absences require an explanation and/or a dated note or medical certificate to cover a
child’s absence from school. It is recommended that children do not take breaks during school times,
unless of course they are unwell.
Pre-primary children attend full time (5 days a week). Attendance at Pre-primary is compulsory.
Pre-primary contact hours are the same as the school. Children are to be supervised by parents
until the door is opened in the mornings. The door is opened five minutes before the bell. Please
be prompt in picking up and dropping off your child.
NOTE: Children are not permitted on the playground equipment before or after school.
Authorisation For The Collection Of Your Child
Parents are asked to bring their children to the door of the Pre-primary before each session. The
door will be opened 5 mins before the official bell. Children must not be left unattended before school.
Children can only be collected by a parent, guardian or an adult who has been authorised by the
parent in writing.
It is very important for young children that you collect them promptly as lateness can cause concern
and uncertainty for your child, especially in the early days when routine is still being established. If
the primary care-giver is not collecting your child, please remind your child so they can anticipate who
is picking them up and write in the class communication book. By informing the teaching staff we can
reinforce this transition.
We also ask that if you are delayed and unable to collect your child on time, notify us by phone so
that we can dispel any fears in your child.
Please note: The School Office must view Family Court documents that affect custody and access
of your child.

Birthdays
Birthdays and name days are incredibly important at Pre-primary! Some parents like to send along
small cup-cakes to share, however this is by no means compulsory. A large birthday cake is best
kept for the home celebration.
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Communication
Newsletters are an important way that we communicate with parents/carers, as it provides up to date
information on what’s happening within the school and P & C activities. Newsletters are emailed to
parents fortnightly on a Tuesday. It is very important that parents advise the school of changes to
email addresses. Paper copies are also available from the front office at Cargill Street.
Victoria Park Primary School also utilises the app Flexibuzz to communicate with parents. Flexibuzz
is a free app available to download via Playstore or iTunes. You are able to receive push notifications
regarding important information from the school.
Connections to Cargill Street
Although Pre-primary is located away from the main site at Cargill Street, connections with Cargill
Street will be maintained to ensure that there is a smooth transition from Pre-primary to Year 1. A
transition program will be put into place in Term 4 so that students can familiarise themselves with the
play spaces, teachers, lunch and assembly format.
Pre-primary students will continue to be included in whole school events such as the ‘Walkathon’ and
‘Carols by Sunset’.
Contact Information
All personal information is stored safely and securely within the school. It is essential that parents
keep all information up to date and notify the office staff of any changes to contact details, addresses,
emergency contacts, medical details etc. An update on the information on the Admission Card is
collected early in the year to ensure that the information we have is still correct.
Crunch and Sip
Crunch and Sip is a whole school initiative which involves students eating fresh fruit and
vegetables and drinking water. Instead of shared fruit, each child will need to bring their
own pieces of fruit or vegetables in two separate named containers, one for the morning
and the other for the afternoon.
Some children find eating a whole apple or orange difficult. It is a good idea to cut fruit
and vegetable into manageable pieces. Please only pack what is reasonable for them to eat in 5-10
minutes.

Factions
As of 2019, we have 4 Factions in Victoria Park Primary School. Pre-primary to Year 6 students are
placed into a faction upon enrolment. Siblings are placed in the same faction. Faction shirts are
available via the Uniform shop. Our Factions are:
Swan Red – Derbal Yerrigan
Canning Gold –Djarl Karobilir
Avon Green – Kokoolkar
Helena Blue - Mundoon

Head Lice
Head lice are spread from direct head-to-head contact with another person who has head lice. If
your child has head lice, please keep them home until their hair has been treated and their head is
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free from eggs and lice.
To minimise the risk of spreading head lice, ensure shoulder length hair is tied up and loose hair is
clipped back.
Please advise us if a member of your family has head lice.

Illness and Allergies
Minor playground injuries will be dealt with at school. However, if your child has an accident or
becomes sick at school, every effort will be made to contact parents/guardians to arrange medical
attention. For this reason, it is essential that the school has the most up-to-date contact details for you
incl: phone numbers, email address and an additional emergency contact.
The Department of Education policy requires the school to be aware of students affected by illnesses
such as Asthma, Diabetes, or Allergies that require treatment.
If medication is to be administered, the office and teacher need to be notified, and then will seek
clarification from the Principal. Permission notes for teachers and other staff members issuing
medication need to be completed by parents and a doctor.
If a child is ill – they should not be at school.
Lunch Orders
Children will not be able to order lunch whilst in Pre-primary
Medical – Communicable Diseases
Information on the exclusion periods for communicable diseases are
provided by the Health Department and are available on the school
website. Parents/carers are asked to notify the school immediately if
their doctor has confirmed a diagnosis of the following:
- Chicken Pox – exclude until all blisters have crusted. Usually about 5
days
- Conjunctivitis - exclude until discharge from eyes has stopped
- Measles – exclude for 4 days after the onset of the rash.
- Mumps – exclude 5 days after swollen glands
- School Sores – exclude until after antibiotic treatment has commenced.
- Head Lice/Nits – exclude until hair is treated and head is free from eggs and lice
- Rubella – return to school once symptoms have subsided, usually at least 4 days after start of
rash
- Whooping Cough – exclude for 5 days after an appropriate antibiotic treatment or for 21 days
from the onset of coughing
Notices
Notices will be sent home regularly from both the school and the Pre-primary class. Please check
your child’s bag daily as important information may be missed. Notices will also be pinned up on the
board outside the Pre-primary classrooms.

P & C Association
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Victoria Park Primary School P&C is a school based organisation whose membership consists of
parents, teachers and interested citizens. They have two main roles within the school community.
Firstly to promote the interest of the school by bringing parents, students, citizens and teaching staff
into close co-operation and secondly, to assist in providing resources, facilities and equipment to the
school through fundraising.
Any member of the Victoria Park Primary School community can become a member of the P&C. The
P&C meets twice each term on Monday nights at 7.30pm on Weeks 3 and 8. Our Annual General
Meeting is held on the first meeting of the year and at this meeting all positions on the P&C are
declared vacant.
P&C Special Fundraising Events
The Pre-primary children will be involved in P&C events such as icy pole day and father’s/mother’s
day stalls.
Parent Concerns
Parents are encouraged to raise any concerns or issues that they have with the school to ensure that
they are addressed in a timely manner. If the concern/issue is in regards to the classroom, please
speak to your child’s teacher. If you have a concern regarding the school processes please arrange
a time to speak with a Deputy Principal or Principal. An appointment can be set up via the front office.
Parent Volunteers
Parents form an essential part in the successful functioning of any school. Our staff welcomes and
seek parental assistance in many areas of school life. Individual class teachers may also seek
parental support during a variety of educational programmes, such as when students attend
excursions or when we have special events at school. Volunteers will need to sign a Confidential
Declaration form upon enrolment.

Parking
Parking is located in Planet Street, adjacent to the Early Childhood Centre. It is the responsibility of
parents bringing children to school and collecting them after school to abide by the traffic regulations,
such as not to double park, not to park across drive ways and not to park on the footpath. The Town
of Victoria Park is very vigilant with parking surrounding the school and the Ranger is known to often
patrol the area.
Personal Items List (Booklist)
These are items staff require parents to purchase for their children to participate
effectively in the learning programs. Please put the children’s items for personal use
(Booklist Items) in a bag with your child’s name on the bag and bring it in on their first day. Please do
not name individual pencils, textas, etc.
Parents are not obliged to use the listed supplier but please do not provide a substitute where specific
items have been requested.

Reports
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Parents will be informed about their child’s progress via workbooks, interviews, parent night and
formal reports. If you are concerned about your child’s progress at any time, please contact the class
teacher/or the office to make an appointment.
Formal reports are sent home at the end of each semester.
School Board
The School Board is a legally formed body that, in partnership with our principal, is given powers to
set and monitor the key directions of our school. The School Board is involved in reviewing the School
Vision, School Performance and Allocation as identified in the Business Plan. In essence, the role of
school board is one of setting the long term future for the school and maintaining oversight (not
management) of the school’s operation.
The board comprises nine members in total – 4 parents, 3 staff and 2 community members. The
School Board meets twice each term on Tuesday afternoons at 2:00pm on Weeks 2 and 7.
School Nurse
The Community Health Department provides the services of a Community Nurse one day per fortnight
(or equivalent). The nurse covers many health promotion activities at the school, including:


Screening students for health problems
Backup and support of the school health education program.

Children identified are given regular follow-up checks. The nurse will see a child that either the
teacher or parents are concerned about. Referrals to speech therapy and occupational therapy can
be made through the school nurse.
School Psychologist
The School Psychologist usually attends the school one day a week. The School Psychologist is
available to assist students identified by the class teacher. The role of the school psychologist is to
support the school in the areas of student behavior and learning difficulties.
The school psychologist works closely with the class teacher to identify causes for a student’s
difficulties and to develop appropriate programs to address these.
Parent and carer involvement and support are vital to the success of these programs.
Staff Car Park
The staff car park is extremely congested with staff cars. Parents are not permitted to use it when
picking up or dropping off their children. Parents are asked not to walk through the car park. Please
use the footpaths provided.
Sun Safe
Students are encouraged to wear sunscreen and bucket/or wide brimmed hats
during lunch and recess breaks. The school has a no hat – play in the shade policy
throughout the year. We have a no cap policy at the school. Where no hat is
provided, the child will be restricted to playing in an area that is under cover.

Toys
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It is preferable that toys and other items are left at home as they are easily lost and broken
which causes distress. The early childhood program operating in the centre provides many
developmentally appropriate toys, materials and equipment for the children’s use.
If a child brings a toy to Pre-primary, they will be asked to leave it inside their bag
until they return home. If the toy is a ‘news’ item, it will be kept inside the classroom
until home-time.

Uniform/Clothing
There are a variety of school uniform options available. Please be mindful of your child’s need to be
comfortable and move freely in play and physical activities. For this reason, shorts, trousers and
skorts are strongly recommended.
Children need to be able to put their own shoes on and take them off independently. Therefore
velcro fittings are recommended.
For days when rain is forecast, children will need raincoats (and gumboots if available) as our
outdoor program will continue. Your child will require a spare change of clothes to stay in their bag.
This is not only for toileting accidents but also for messy play.
Voluntary Contributions
Victoria Park Primary School requests a voluntary payment of $60.00 per child per year. This money
compliments the school’s funding which is provided by The Department of Education.
Details on the Charges and Contributions are available on our website and via the front office.
What To Bring To Pre-Primary
Please label everything with your child’s name.
Each day, children are required to bring:







a large school bag
a school faction hat
2 lots of fruit or vegetables for crunch and sip
lunch
a bottle of water
a change of clothes to stay in their bags
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