
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents, Children and Community Members, 
  
Schools are a wondrous place and every day is different especially during these uncertain times with a 
new build and COVID-19. 
 
COVID-19 has had an enormous impact upon all of us in one way or another. As a staff we were  
concerned about the impact on the children so we went ahead this year with the Self-Esteem Survey 
through Sports Challenge Australia. (We did it last year as well.)  
 
The Chief Executive Officer Dr. Garry Tester wrote: 
“We have just finished your data and reports and I am pleased to report that the Impact from COVID-19 
pandemic on Mental Health has not been as significant in your school compared to others we have  
tested around WA and Australia, where we have had fall away in the range of 5% to 13% in overall  
self-esteem/self-concept. 
 
In fact, your Year 4 to 6 improved by 2% and whereas the Year 1 to 3 declined by 3%, a complete  
opposite to all other schools tested in these extraordinary times.” 
 
What a fabulous tribute to you, your children and the staff at Victoria Park Primary School. Together, we 
have done a great job supporting our children through these unsettled times.  
 
Once staff have had the opportunity to examine the data, we will share more of the overall trend with you. 
Thank you and congratulations on an amazing effort.    

Tuesday 11 August 2020 
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Term 3  

Week 
5 

17 August 
7:45am 
Running Club 

18 August 
Walk, Ride, Scoot  

19 August 
7:45am 
Running Club 
 
 

20 August 
8:15am Choir 
 
 
 

21 August 
Faction t-shirt 
Friday 
 
9:45am Aths Prac 
Yrs 3-6 
 
Pie Friday  

22/23 
August 
 
 
 
  

Term 3 

Week 4 

10 August 
7:45am 
Running Club 
 
 

11 August 
Rubbish Free  
Tuesday 
 
Walk, Ride, Scoot  
 
Yrs 1 - 6 
School Photos 
 
Growth and  
Development 
Yrs 5/6 

12 August 
7:45am 
Running Club 
 
Yrs 1 - 6 School 
Photos 

13 August 
8:15am Choir 
 
Interschool Cross 
Country 

14 August 
Faction t-shirt 
Friday 
 
 
Pie Friday  
 
Merit Certificates 
and Values  
Wristbands 

15/16 

August 

 

  

Year 3 Room 11’s artwork  
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CORONAVIRUS 
Phase 5 of the Premier’s Roadmap to Recovery has been postponed yet again due to outbreaks of the 
virus in Victoria, NSW and now maybe Queensland. Effectively, we are still following the Phase 4  
Guidelines, the most important restriction being the 2 square metre rule that remains in place until 
29 August, just after our Faction Athletics Carnival.  
 

While the Faction Athletics Carnival can still go ahead this term, we ask that you follow the Phase 4  
restrictions: 
 Parents must maintain physical distancing of one person per two square metres throughout the 

Carnival; and  
 Parents, staff and students should maintain good hygiene practices including handwashing before 

and after activities. We will have hand sanitiser for the children in each of the bays and we ask that 
you bring your own sanitiser and apply it throughout the day.  

 

Parent Night will take place for 2 hours later this term. We will arrange for a quarter of the  
families to visit classrooms for 30 minutes at a time. We did this for the Year 6 Social Dance, and while it 
wasn’t perfect, every parent had the opportunity to see their child dance. Or on Parent Night, to see their 
child’s work. I’d like to thank the teachers for their support in finding this way to engage with you, our  
parents.  
 
It is with great regret we have decided to cancel the Carols by Sunset event this year. While it is a long 
way off, we do not have the capacity, due to the build, to hold it within the school grounds. The logistics 
involved to hold it off-site would be too demanding at that time of year for staff and parents especially 
after the year we have all experienced together.  
 
The children will still learn a repertoire of Christmas songs which teachers will record/video and upload 
onto Seesaw. We will also play the carols over the PA during the days leading up to Christmas. 
 
PICK-UP AND SET-DOWNS 
Thank you to all the parents who are either walking to pick up their children after school or parking a  
distance away and then walking. You are helping to keep the traffic down and therefore helping to keep 
our children safe.  
 
The Town of Victoria Park has changed the area outside of the basketball court on Cargill Street near 
Albany Highway to a Pick-up and Set-Down only zone. It can no longer be used for 15 minute parking so 
please stay with your vehicle and leave as soon as you have picked up your children. 
 
Unfortunately, we still have some parents driving dangerously along Cargill Street. There are still a  
number parents’ double parking and asking their children to run through the traffic to them. Cars are also 
doing U-turns and blocking traffic, while others are passing a row of up to 10 cars to turn onto Albany 
Highway. I could not believe I witnessed the last incident. It was not one parent but two who drove so 
recklessly putting our children at risk.   
 
I implore you to spend the 5 minutes waiting time required to turn onto Albany Highway. It is not too 
much to ask if it keeps our kids safe.  
 

Take 5 and keep our kids alive!!! 

Year 3 Room 11’s artwork  
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NEW BUILDING UPDATE 
The builders have been focusing on clearing the site and sorting out the services that criss-crossed the 
space. The main concern was water drainage and that took longer than anticipated to work through.  
Currently, they are working on pouring footings and getting the foundations in place. 
 
The builders have also been working with the Town of Victoria Park and Western Power to expedite the 
cables for underground power and street lights in Geddes Street. This includes the removal of the  
existing power lines which are a major impediment for them. This work will be taking place over the next 
few weeks. 

UNDERGROUND POWER AND VICTORIA PARK PS - THIS WEEK 
In the last newsletter, we said that the cables for underground power were being laid in Cargill Street in 
Week 2. This obviously did not happen. It is happening this week.   
 
Cape Utilities have put in a Traffic Management Plan to address the school’s concerns regarding staff, 
student and parent safety during Pick-up and Drop-off times, in particular.  
 
Starting tomorrow (Wednesday 12 August), work will begin on the underground power in Cargill Street. 
This work will be on the opposite side of the road from the school but will impact upon Pick-up and  
Drop-off time. The work is scheduled to finish this Friday 14 August. All other work requiring laying  
cables to and from the transformer on this side of Cargill Street will now take place in the school  
holidays. 
 
Cape Utilities will have staff directing traffic on Cargill Street between Hordern Street and Albany  
Highway from 8:30am – 9:30am, and 2:30pm - 3:30pm. 
 
To help us ensure we all remain safe, we encourage you NOT to enter Cargill Street from Albany  
Highway for the remainder of this week at these crucial times. Turn into Mackie or Geddes Streets and go 
around the block entering Cargill Street from Hordern Street. This will help the flow of traffic go more 
smoothly for everyone.  
 
Be aware that the footpath may be closed opposite the school so please only use the one on the school 
side of the road. I will instruct students to check to see if the footpath is still in use before crossing the 
road.  I will also have three staff members in addition to the two rangers on Cargill Street helping children 
leave the school at the each of the day. 
 
Please walk to and from school for the rest of this week if you can.  We want the work to go quickly and 
without disruption so we that can all return to our ‘new normal’ as quickly as possible. 



 

 

VIPS                  
Year 1  Room 19  Sum Yu  
Year 2  Room 8  Amelia  
Year 2  Room 9 Noah 

YEAR 1 
Year 1 Room 19 wrote procedure reports for pancakes,  then followed through on step number six - eat 
and enjoy! 

FOYER DISPLAY  
Thank you to Ms Fowler,  Mr Freeman and their  Year 3 students for their latest foyer display. Room 11 
have been investigating the Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks classic, “The Dream of the Thylacine”. The 
book depicts the last remaining Tasmanian Tiger's decline into extinction, trapped behind the twisty wire 
bars and cold concrete enclosure of the Hobart Zoo in the 1930’s. The soft pastel designs displayed are 
the student's interpretations of the Thylacine’s dreams of freedom, running through the vast Australian 
landscape.   
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PEAC 2020 
Primary Extension and Challenge (PEAC) is a part-time program for public school children in Year 5 and 
6. Children are tested in Year 4 and are selected to participate in a range of innovative and challenging 
programs offered in a variety of ways. All students in Year 4 will have the opportunity to be assessed for 
suitability for the PEAC Program. Originally all Year 4 students were going to be sitting this PEAC Test in 
Week 4 Term 3. This test is coordinated by a centrally located PEAC Team. The date of the PEAC tests 
across the South Metropolitan region has been postponed, but will occur before the end of the year.  As 
soon as a new date has been set you will be notified. 

Celebrating Our Students 
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PRE-PRIMARY 
The Pre-primary classes have had a very busy return to school in Term 3. 
 
To support our classroom learning about Australian History and more specifically Aboriginal Culture, the 
children had a very special Messy Monday.  Mr Paul came to visit us at school and lit a fire so we could 
cook damper made by the children and some very yummy kangaroo sausages.  The children also  
participated in a range of activities including Mia Mia building, cave art and storytelling, mural painting, 
making friendship bands, face painting and sand yarning. 
 
Last Wednesday the children visited Kaarta Koomba (Kings Park)  where they had the opportunity to  
participate in the Koora Koora Kaarta Koomba program as well as engage in some fun and risky play in 
the Naturescape. The children learned a little bit about how Perth has changed over time; about its first 
people, the Wadjuk Noongar people and how Noongar people used plants and animals for food,  
medicine, tools, shelter and protection. 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING AT SCHOOL! 
This week Pre-primary celebrated 100 days of 
learning at school.  They children engaged in all 
sorts of activities about 100 - 100 crowns, 100 cup 
towers, 100 puzzles, '100 year old me' pictures, 
100 dances, 100 lollies hunt, 100 counting in lots of 
different ways and a 100 cake! Happy 100 days of 
learning at school! 
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Swan Red (Derbal Yerrigan) Faction captains - Ethan and Nea 

FACTION CROSS COUNTRY YEARS 3 TO 6  
The Faction Cross Country was held on July 31 at Raphael Park.  Congratulations to all children from 
Years  3 to 6 who participated in this event. Every competitor who completed their particular race had 
their effort rewarded with points for their faction. It was very pleasing to see students persist in their  
efforts to complete the course. 
  
The distances completed were: 
Year 3             1 km 
Years 4 & 5     1.5km 
Year 6             2 km 
  
Congratulations to the students who placed 1st to 5th in each event (as listed below). They will be  
representing our school at the Interschool Cross Country this week. 
  
The final results were: 
Avon Green (Kokoolkar) - 345 points 
Canning Gold (Djarl Karobilir) - 376 points 
Helena Blue (Mundoon)- 454 points 
Swan Red (Derbal Yerrigan) - 562 points  

  

Thank you very much to the Years 3 to 6 staff for all their work with making this event such a  

success.  Thank you also to parents who were able to join us. We appreciate your support and  

understanding to ensure the Covid-19 guidelines were met. 
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INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  YEARS 3 TO 6 
Our Interschool Cross Country team will be competing against 5 other schools this Thursday 13  
August at Harold Rossiter Reserve Kent St, East Victoria Park.  All competitors have now been  
given the necessary permission notes and information.  Please note that reserves will only attend the 
event if a competitor is injured or sick so we ask that the reserves come prepared to attend, just in case 
they’re required on the day.   
 
Competitors are asked to be at school on Thursday by no later than 8:30am. Competitors are to wear 
their school uniform and joggers, bring a water bottle and snack in a small bag along with a jumper to 
keep them warm in-between events. Lunch will be eaten on return to school. This year, our team will be 
wearing our new Interschool shirts which have been kindly funded by the P&C. Exciting times  
indeed!  
 
The following children will be representing our school: 
YEAR 3 BOYS                                               YEAR 3 GIRLS 
Addison, Rory, Arin, Oscar, Nam                   Sophie R, Sasha, Aurora, Diana, Emily Z 
(Reserve: Lucas A)                                        (Reserve: Tansy) 
  
YEAR 4 BOYS                                               YEAR 4 GIRLS 
Damien, Tyler, Anthony, Oliver, Shlok           Sienna, Mikayla, Emily, Sophie S, Lang Jing            
(Reserve: Aethan)                                         (Reserve: Chenuthi) 
  
YEAR 5 BOYS                                              YEAR 5 GIRLS 
Koby, Alex N, Avish, Anshul, Bradley            Phoebe, Arrabella, Samaira, Chloe, Pippi                              
(Reserve : Fergus)                                        (Reserve: Kyah) 
  
YEAR 6 BOYS                                               YEAR 6 GIRLS 
Alastair, Mark, Austin, Joe, Aarnav                Matilda, Fiona, Lily, Sara, Yuting                
(Reserve: Semi)                                             (Reserve: Danielle) 
  
We wish our competitors well in their endeavour to represent our school to the best of their ability. 
Please see Mrs Thompson should you have any queries.   

Interschool shirts  



 

 

Page 8 
Victoria Park Primary School 

Newsletter No. 12 

FACTION CROSS COUNTRY  
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FACTION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
The Faction Athletics carnival is fast approaching with the Throws to be held at Raphael Park on the 
morning of Monday, 24 August 2020. The Jumps will be held at Sandgate Reserve in South Perth on the 
morning of Tuesday, 25 August 2020. Further information will be provided to competitors regarding this 
event once the events are finalised.   
 
The second part of our carnival will be held on Friday, 28 August 2020 at Raphael Park beginning with 
the march-on for Years 3 to 6 at approximately 9:05am and the first event beginning at 9:15am. Years 1 
and 2 will march-on at approximately 10:00am with their first event at approximately 10:20am. Each 
child will be provided with a programme of the events they are competing in closer to the carnival date. 
 
To ensure the day runs smoothly we would ask that you kindly note the following please: 
  
  Where possible, the children are requested to wear their faction t-shirts together with their faction 

wristbands, hats and joggers. This also includes the children who are competing in the Jumps and 
Throws as these events are the start of our Faction Carnival. 

 The children are required to bring all their food and water for the day.  Lunches may be ordered 
through the P&C however the usual lunch orders are not available on carnival day.  Please ensure 
water bottles are clearly named.  Due to nut allergies we also ask that foods containing nuts are not 
included in your child`s lunch, etc. 

 Sunscreen will be supplied however should your child require their own, please ensure they have it 
with them on the day as the children are outside for the entire day. 

 To ensure the children`s safety we kindly request no dogs, etc. to be present at the carnival.  Some 
children are very frightened around animals. 

  At the end of the day, the children will walk back to school, accompanied by their teachers.   
However, should you wish to collect your child from Raphael Park please let your class teacher 
know before you leave on the day.  

 Please see Mrs Thompson should you have any queries.  Your support is appreciated. We hope to 
see you on the day! 

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY 
We are very excited to celebrate Book Week every year at VPPS. Although, it will be conducted  
differently this year, we are happy to announce that the Book Week dress up day will be on Tuesday 
8 September (Week 8) in individual classrooms from Years 1 to 6. There will be no parade as a 
whole school.  
 
The Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) theme is Curious Creatures Wild Minds. The CBCA is 
celebrating book week this year at a later date in October.  Let your imagination run wild and come up 
with a great costume. There will be prizes for the most creative outfit.  
 
The P&C Book Presentation will also take place on the same morning.  Mrs Belinda Jones and 
Mrs Helen Jones will visit each of the classrooms to receive the books and present them to the library. 
So let’s have some fun and celebrate Book Week in style here at Victoria Park Primary!  

YEAR 2  
The Year 2 Kings Park Excursion listed on the Term 3 Planner in week 7 has been withdrawn. 
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FACTION CARNIVAL – CAKE STALL 
Who doesn’t love a bake stall? 
The P&C is asking as many VPPS parents as possible to bake yummy goodies for our annual 
Faction Carnival Cake Stall on Friday, 28 August. It would be great to have a range of options for 
spectators and students to buy. Please remember NO NUTS! 
 
All baked donations can be dropped at the table set up in the undercover area at Cargill Street 
between 8:00am and 9:00am on Friday, 28 August or delivered straight to the stall at Raphael 
Park from 8:00am (this is the preferred option, if possible). 
 
The stall is always a great success due to the wonderful volunteers who make it happen. We  
need lots of parent volunteers to help sell goodies at Raphael Park. Hourly shifts will happen 
between 9:00am and 2:00pm. 
 
Details about how to sign up will be on the P&C Facebook page soon. 
 
All volunteers are allowed to leave the stall to watch their children race! 

FACTION CARNIVAL SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
The Faction Carnival Sausage Sizzle will be taking place once again this year.  Students will be able to 
pre-order a Beef Halal Sausage in a Bun prior to the sports carnival.  Should your child wish to purchase a 
drink they will be available for purchase at the cake stall during the sports carnival.  Parents/siblings and 
grandparents are also welcome to pre-order a Beef Halal Sausage in a Bun with or without onions.  
  
This year the P&C will use https://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/ again for sausage sizzle orders.  The 
P&C are in the process of setting this up and will have more information available soon.  Should you wish 
to not use the online order system, you can place your orders with our Pie Friday volunteers on 
Friday 21 August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PIE FRIDAYS 
The P&C would like to advise that there will be no Pie Friday on Friday 28 August due to the Sports  
Carnival.  If you had already placed online orders for that date, you should have a refund or credit in your 
www.schoollunchonline.com.au account.  Please email president.vicparkpandc@gmail.com if there are 
any issues. 
 
Don't forget you can order pies on the remaining Fridays online at https://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/ 
to save yourself scrounging around for cash on a Friday morning.  You will need to submit orders by 
3:00pm Wednesday for that week. 
 
The P&C are also looking for additional volunteers to help out on Pie Friday and other events such as the 
sports carnival.  If you can spare some time, please email the Volunteer Coordinator on 
volunteers.vicparkpandc@gmail.com with your details. 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoollunchonline.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7C8a1550b4fe8247514d0208d83cfcd758%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637326403931093013&sdata=Iqzr87
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoollunchonline.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7C8a1550b4fe8247514d0208d83cfcd758%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637326403931083019&sdata=n0FrR0V
mailto:president.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoollunchonline.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7C8a1550b4fe8247514d0208d83cfcd758%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637326403931093013&sdata=Iqzr87
mailto:volunteers.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
https://www.myswimresults.com.au/Shop.aspx?Code=PERCBBQ


 

 

THE FATHERING PROJECT 

Dads of Vic Park Primary  

What is The Fathering Project?  
The Fathering Project aims to inspire and equip fathers and father-figures to have fun with the children in their lives – 
for the benefits of the kids.  
 
Who are the Dads of Vic Park Primary?  
We are the Victoria Park Primary School chapter of The Fathering Project. We are a network of committed dads and 
father-figures connected to our school. We have 90 dads as members and growing!   
 
What do we do? 
We hold fun events and activities for dads and kids, dads only or whole families, e.g.  

Treasure hunt  
Dad’s Curry night  
Pizza and paper planes  
 

Save the date for Term 3 activities  
Friday 28 August 7pm – Dads only dinner in Vic Park  
Saturday 19 September – Dads and kids activity to be confirmed (likely afternoon)  
 

What should I do now? 
Put the above dates in your diary! If you aren’t a member, sign up at www.thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/
victoria-park-primary-school-dads-group/ to receive emails from The Fathering Project and Dads of Vic Park  
Primary activities.   
 
Have questions, want more information?  
Check out www.thefatheringproject.org or get in contact with Shane Boladeras (0417 966 700 or 
Shane.Boladeras@gmail.com).  
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Help Victoria Park Primary School raise funds. 

Order your 2020 | 2021 Entertainment Membership! 

We are raising as much as we can to support our School. Start the new financial year right and invest in 
a 2020 | 2021 Entertainment Membership. Packed with hundreds of offers to help you save on  
everything you love to do, all while helping our fundraising! 
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/8392m1  

http://www.thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/victoria-park-primary-school-dads-group/
http://www.thefatheringproject.org/dads-group/victoria-park-primary-school-dads-group/
http://www.thefatheringproject.org
mailto:Shane.Boladeras@gmail.com

