
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
We have had a very happy and rewarding couple of weeks since the last newsletter. There were great  
celebrations held last Thursday when the staff and students returned from the Summer Carnival. I don’t 
know who wore the biggest smile, the kids or Mrs Thompson. You see, we had never won this Carnival 
before, and to do it in 2020 with less space than normal, was a major boost in the arm for all of us. Well 
done, everyone! A big thank you is extended to Mrs Thompson for all of her hard work in organising the 
Carnival. 
 
We also held our first assembly in a long time. To have all of the kids in the Undercover Area again was 
just amazing. We had many of our students share their culture with us at the Diwali Assembly. Please 
read on for more details.  
 
END OF YEAR EVENTS 
What a shock it was to us all when, just as we thought life was returning to normal and we could visit  
family and friends in other parts of Australia, there is an outbreak of coronavirus in South Australia.  
 
We must all remain vigilant in regard to the COVID-19 restrictions and as such, we will continue to ‘think 
outside the square’ with events that we would typically do at the end of a school year. The end of year 
events will go ahead but with a twist. 
 
DIWALI ASSEMBLY 
Yesterday we went ahead with our Diwali Assembly at both Cargill and Planet Street.  
 
Diwali is a four to five day-long festival of lights, which is celebrated by Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and some 
Buddhists every autumn in the northern hemisphere. One of the most popular festivals of Hinduism, Diwali 
symbolises the spiritual "victory of light over darkness, good over evil and knowledge over ignorance."  

Many of our students celebrate Diwali and over 20 of them shared their beliefs with us during this  
assembly. The children shared what Diwali meant to them through explanations, and traditional songs and 
dances from across their countries. It was a celebration of colour and light for all of our children.   
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Week 7 23 November  
Aussie of the Month 
 
7:00pm P&C Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
FITNESS BADGE 
TEST 

24 November  
Rubbish Free  
Tuesday 

25 November  
Walk, Ride, Scoot  
 
8:05am Extra Choir  
Rehearsal 
 
 

26 November  
8:15am Choir 
 
 
 
 

27 November  
9:00am 2021 New 
Parent meeting 
(UCA) 
 
10:00am Friday 
Sport  

28/29 
Nov 
 
 

Week 6 16 November  
Diwali 

17 November  
Rubbish Free  
Tuesday 
 
 

18 November  
Walk, Ride, Scoot  
 
8:05am Extra Choir  
Rehearsal 

19 November  
8:15am Choir 
 
10:00 am—1:30pm 
Choir to Massed 
Choir Sing Festival  
 

20 November  
9:00am 2021 PP 
Parent mtg (UCA) 
 
10:00am Friday 
Sport 
 
Merit Cert and 
Value Wristbands  

21/22 
Nov 
 

  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Hindus%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Buddhists%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Hinduism%20wikipedia
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All of our children are richer learning about other cultures and religions, and what a wonderful opportunity 
we have at VPPS with such a multicultural population. 
 
I’d like to thank Mrs Shradha Varshney and her team of helpers for organising the assembly, preparing 
the children’s songs and dances, and transporting them to and from Planet Street. You did an amazing 
job, thank you! 
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CAROLS BY SUNSET – 2020 
Due to the new build currently taking place on the school site, and the restrictions for COVID-19, “Carols 
by Sunset” is cancelled for 2020. However, on Monday 30 November, we will be having a Christmas 
assembly for the children only, Pre-primary to Year 6.  
 
The performances will be for students by students. Unfortunately, we cannot have parents attend, but 
staff are working on getting the performances filmed so hopefully we can send some footage to you.  
 
Students are asked to wear their "Christmas Assembly" clothes to school. We have asked them to bring 
their school uniform to change in to if their Christmas outfit is not suitable for the rest of the school day. 
Please read Ms Reudavey’s note later in the newsletter. 
 
GRADUATION ASSEMBLY 
This will go ahead on Tuesday 8 December. It is an invitation only event but the most important people 
will be there – the graduating students and their parents.  
 
PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY 
This assembly will also go ahead this year. We have come up with an idea on how we can do it, so 
please look out for further information as we get closer to the final week of the year.  
 
REVIEW VISIT – 24 November 2020 
We had our Public School Review (PSR) in 2019 and from the report we received, we developed our 
2019-2023 Business Plan. During the PSR process we reflected upon how we were going across a 
number of areas such as teaching quality, and student progress and achievement. After we submitted our 
judgements, two reviewers from the Department of Education came out and met with staff and parents to 
validate these judgements. A report was provided later in the year and was shared with the community 
through the newsletter and our website. 
 
On Tuesday 24 November, Mrs Sue Cuneo (Regional Executive Director, South Metropolitan Education 
Region) will be visiting the school to check on the progress we have made against the following 
recommendations made in the PSR.   
 

1. Learning Environment 
Domain Foci: students at educational risk are identified, supported and monitored for improvement.  
 

2. Relationships and Partnerships 
Domain Foci: staff, students and parent relationships are respectful. 
 
Upon looking through our processes in preparation for Mrs Cuneo’s visit, I can’t help but be proud of  
what we have achieved in 2020. It has been a tumultuous year, but the staff and students at VPPS have 
maintained their focus on learning, and health and wellbeing. 
 

Mrs Cuneo will spend the day with us looking at the enhancements we have made since the Review last 
year.  We are looking forward to meeting with Mrs Cuneo and sharing our practices with her.  

 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES SCHEDULE 2021 
Information regarding voluntary contributions and charges for 2021 for Kindergarten to Year 6 is included 
with this newsletter.  The contribution and charges schedule was discussed and endorsed by the School 
Board at a recent meeting.  The contribution is $60 per child for 2021. 
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SUMMER CARNIVAL 

Last Thursday, 12 November five enthusiastic teams and their coaches participated in the Summer 
Carnival at Harold Rossiter Reserve. They competed against five other schools in Volleyball, Newcombe 
Ball, Tee-ball, Girls Cricket and Boys Cricket while wearing their Interschool shirts with pride. As always, 
they gave 100% to each and every game while displaying excellent teamwork, communication and skill. 
Thank you to the parents who were able to come and support us on the day. 
 

The final placings on the day were outstanding: 

Girls Cricket  6th 

Newcombe Ball  4th 

Volleyball  2nd 

Boys Cricket  1st 

Tee-ball  1st 

 

As a result, Victoria Park Primary won the carnival overall! The smiles on the faces of the students said it 
all! 
 
This year has thrown up some challenges with Covid-19 and the new build however the staff and  
students have continually found a way to rise above them and to find a way forward. Achievements like 
these are not possible without the hard work of our Year 4-6 staff who have put in a lot of time and effort 
to prepare our teams for the carnival, going above and beyond in all that they do. This term we were able 
to also enlist coaches from the various sporting codes to assist with Friday sport through Sporting 
Schools funding. Special thanks to Michelle Hilbrands who coached our Volleyball team. She was most 
generous with her time in providing before school sessions as well as coaching our team at the carnival.  
 

Finally, our wonderful students are to be congratulated on the way they performed both on and off the 
field. To be able to achieve at such a high level requires not only skill but outstanding teamwork as well. 
Every team was supportive and encouraging of each other, regardless of whether they won or lost a 
point/run/wicket in the game. The staff who attended the carnival were all extremely proud of the efforts 
and sportsmanship shown by our students. The final result was just reward for a fantastic effort by all.  

Mrs Thompson  
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SUMMER CARNIVAL 
INTER-SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL WRAP UP 
Firstly, I just want to say how proud I am of the Victoria Park Primary School volleyball team. They 
showed great sportsmanship, teamwork and school pride all day at the Inter-School Carnival and made 
coaching the team a really enjoyable experience. Every player contributed to the team's success and put 
in a tremendous effort all day, ending the carnival with 4 wins and 1 loss and coming second overall 
which is a wonderful achievement. A special mention must go out to Aditya, Mark, Venugi and Stewart for 
their excellent serving in every game which really contributed to the overall success of the team. The best 
spike of the day goes to Chloe, for a winning smash in the second match of the day that surprised every-
one! 
 
The volleyballers have been working hard on their skills, both during school time as well as extra ses-
sions in the morning and it was wonderful to see all their hard work paying off during the carnival. It was 
great being involved with such a wonderful bunch of young athletes and I hope they all continue enjoying 
their sport in the future. Congratulations on a great result. 
 
Coach Michelle 
 

 

GOLF WA PRIMARY SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Punit of Year 6 participated in the recent Golf WA Primary School 
Championship 2020 event which was held  at the Sea View Golf Club.  
 
He was awarded a medal for being the runner up in the Boys Individual 
Modified Stroke - category. 
 
Congratulations Punit. 
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NAIDOC WEEK 
Students participated in NAIDOC week activities throughout the school. 
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YEAR 3 EXCURSION TO KANYANA WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTRE 
 

 

On Thursday all of the Year 3s from Victoria Park Primary School went to Kanyana and looked at 
animals to learn how to be safe around animals. 
 
First, we looked at the tawny frogmouth. Precious, the tawny frogmouth, couldn't be released because 
one of his eyes couldn't work properly. Helen (one of the staff from Kanyana) fed the tawny frogmouth 
mealworms. When Precious ate the mealworms there was yellow around his mouth. Helen told us Pre-
cious is nocturnal and when tawny frogmouths hunt, they open their mouth and insects get attracted to 
the yellow colour so they come near it and the tawny frogmouth eats the insects. 
 
Next we saw a woylie. We learnt that the woylie is an endangered animal. The woylie was in a cage and 
there was a blanket around it. When I saw the woylie, I thought it was cute because it was quiet and it 
looked sleepy. It couldn't be released because the woylie didn't have any parents and it is imprinted to 
humans. The woylie’s name is Noba. 
 
Then we saw a python and a blue tongue lizard. The blue tongue lizard had a blue tongue. It crawled on 
Barry (one of the staff from Kanyana). The python was scary, but wasn't poisonous. It slithered around 
Barry’s neck. The python was very long. 
 
Next we went to see an echidna and her name was El. We saw El have a protein liquid. Then Angela 
(one of the staff from Kanyana) lifted her up and showed her to us. El even started to dig a hole. She 
couldn't be released because she was imprinted to humans. 
 
After we saw an emu. The emu was big and tall. On the ground, there were some emu feathers which 
looked interesting because they looked like two feathers attached together. 
 
Lastly we went to the animal hospital. In the animal hospital, we saw two baby birds and they looked so 
adorable. One was shivering and the other one was moving its beak up and down. 
I loved that excursion because the volunteers showed us how to rescue animals and I hope we can go 
there again. A fact that I learnt was the echidna’s tongue is 18cm! I was shocked when I heard that fact. I 
would love to volunteer when I’m 16 years old.”  
 
Sasha  
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“Dear Horizon West Drivers,  
 
On behalf of the year 3s we thank you for driving us to Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. Even 
though it took 30 minutes it was fun and smooth all the way through. 
 
One thing I liked about you was the way you never lost your bright spirit (even when someone 
accidentally vomited). You didn't yell at the child, you just cleaned up the mess calmly and quietly. 
Anyway, the place was amazing! I learned a lot. One example: Echidna’s milk is PINK! 
 
Thanks again,” 
Passenger, Chayanika 
 
“Dear Chris and Staff, 
 
On behalf of the year 3 classes, we thank you massively for all of your effort to organise the outstanding 
excursion on the 5th of November. 
 
We had lots of fun! Kanyana deserves lots of students to come and politely listen to your amazing facts 
and speeches. 
 
Room 11, Room 3 and Room 2 loved all the facts and amazing things we learnt and we would love to go 
back again to learn more facts about the graceful animals. 
 
My favourite animal was the tawny frogmouth because it was so graceful and controlled and beautiful! I 
also liked the woylie because it was fascinating to see these marsupials burrow under poisoned pea, and 
they eat it as well. I also like the Echidna because her tongue was so long and funny! I remember its 
name El. 
 
Best wishes for more visitors” 
Amelia 
 

CHOIR NEWS 
Our choir is excited to be heading off to the Perth Concert Hall on Thursday to take part in a Massed 
Choir Sing Day with other young singers from primary schools around Perth. With great uncertainty 
surrounding whether such an event could take place, it is wonderful that the choir can finally get to 
perform the songs they have been learning. 
 
The choir sang one of the Massed Choir songs for our NAIDOC week celebrations, “Gundulla, We 
Dance” by the fabulous YABU band from Leonora. Ms Lindjhem filmed the choir, and all the classes 
could view it in their classrooms. 
 

We are now learning our Christmas song! There will be extra rehearsals for the next two weeks on 
WEDNESDAY mornings from 8:05 am. 

 
CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY 
Although our annual Carols by Sunset event could not take place this year, our students are all 
participating in a special end of year celebration assembly on Monday 30 November, where they will 
sing, dance and play instruments, with each year group performing in front of the whole school.  
 
Even the Pre-Primaries will be part of the show, as they will all be at the Cargill campus for their 
transition day. This will be a students performing for students assembly, unfortunately no parents will be 
able to watch. We are working on filming the performance for parents to view later. 
 
On Monday 30 November, students wear clothes to school that are suitable for their performance, this 
has been discussed with each class. However, if the performance clothes are not suitable for a normal 
school day, they will need to bring their school uniform to change in to. 
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AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 
Congratulations to all students who competed in the Australian Mathe-
matics Competition this year. We had 87 students from years 4 to 6 
compete in 2020. The standard of mathematics at Victoria Park PS is 
always very high. This year’s competition saw the students win a 
variety of prizes. We had 1 Prize winner, 2 students receive high 
distinctions, 10 receive distinctions, 41 receive credits and 27 receive 
proficiencies. Well done to everyone who participated and thank you 
very much to the parents for your ongoing support. 
 

BAHA’I AFTERNOON TEA 

A beautiful afternoon tea was served to the 
staff for World Teachers’ Day on 30 October 
by the Baha’i. 

 

PRE-PRIMARY TRANSITION  

On Monday 30 November 2020, the Pre-primary children will spend the day at the Cargill site.  
  
Parents are asked to drop their children off to Cargill Street and pick them up from there after 
school. 
  
Details of the transition day will be sent to parents by the Pre-primary teachers. 
 
 
 
 
2021 ITEMS FOR PERSONAL USE LIST (BOOKLIST) 
For children returning to Victoria Park Primary School the 2021 Items for Personal Use List 
(Booklist) have been sent home.  Parents are not obliged to use this company however for parents 
choosing to use this supplier, please order online by  January 2021 if you want your supplies to 
be delivered before the children return to  
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SCHOOL BOARD 2021 and Beyond – Now is your chance to get involved! 
The School Board has three vacancies for parent representatives to be filled for next year. We encourage 
any parents at the school who are interested in contributing to the strategic direction of the school to  
nominate for these positions.  One of the positions is for a one-year term (2021 only), one is for two years 
(2021 and 2022) and the other is for three years (2021, 2022 and 2023). The parent representatives work 
closely with the principal, staff representatives and community representatives to form a cohesive team 
working together in the best interests of our school. 
  
Nomination forms are available in the front office now – or you can print the one below and submit it to the 
office. Nominations have been extended and will now close at 4pm, Friday 20 November 2020. 
  
If you have any questions about the board, or about nominations, please approach one of the parent  
representatives on the Board – Bronwyn Ife, Celine Nelen, Peta Pring or me, or approach Mrs. Pollard the 
school Principal. We are all happy to answer your questions.  
  
Nick Wills-Johnson 
School Board Chair  
 

SCHOOL BOARD NOMINATION FORM 
PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 

  
Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Email address ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I am interested in nominating for the following position(s) – you may select all three (Please circle)  
 

  One Year   

  Two Year                       

  Three Year                                       

 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Date: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please put your nomination in the box in the Front Office.  

 
 
 
PARENT MEETINGS - TERM 4 
 
Pre-Primary 2021  
The general information session for children commencing Pre-primary in 2021 will be held on Friday  
20 November commencing at 9:00am in the undercover area. For parents new to the school please come 
to the front office for directions to the library.  
  
New Parents 2021  
To assist parents in supporting their children with the transition from Pre-primary to Year 1, parents of  
current Pre-primary children that have their first child in the family moving into primary school in 2021 are 
invited to attend a general information session on Friday 27 November commencing at 9:00am in the  
undercover area.  Other parents new to Victoria Park Primary School are also encouraged to attend this  
meeting. Class teacher/parent meetings will be held in Term 1 2021.  

 

 

 



 

 

VIPS  
Year 1  Room 19 Lockie                 
Year 2  Room 8 Isla   
Year 2  Room 8 Shreehith  
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Celebrating Our Students 

MERIT CERTIFICATES  
Year 1 Room 17 Jenuda, Ananya 
Year 1 Room 19   Samara, Bernie 
Year  1 Room 20 Henry 
Year    1/2 Room 21  Sum Yan, Jithi  
Year 2 Room 8    Jayden W., William L. 
Year 2 Room 14  Mia, Tiana  
Year   3 Room 2    Charlotte, Arushi, Heba 
Year   3  Room 3    Charita, Rory 
Year    3          Room 11  Sally, Amelia  
Year  4 Room 6   Advik, Siddharth, Deborshi,  
    Oscar, Emily , Nate  
Year  4 Room 7   Manha, Daanyal  
Year  5  Room 4  Aditi, Yue Ning, Stewart,  
    Jayanth  
Year 5 Room 5    Alex, Adrija 
Year  6 Room 16 Mark, Vinugi 
 
  

VALUES - Care and Compassion  
Year 1 Room 17   Sehajleen 
Year 1 Room 19 Lockie 
Year    1/2 Room 21   Shylla 
Year 2 Room 8     Sreehith 
Year 2 Room 14   Amilia 
Year   3 Room 2     Tyler 
Year    3          Room 11   Toleen, Sissi 
Year  4 Room 6     Alice 
Year  4 Room 7     Chenuthi 
Year 5 Room 4     Michael 
Year 5 Room 5     Kaylee 
Year  6 Room 16 Max 
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 LEAVING  
To assist the school with planning for 2021, it would be appreciated if any children who are currently in 
Kindergarten – Year 5 and are leaving the school at the conclusion of the 2020 school year could please 
complete the form below and return to the front office when you become aware you are leaving.  Thank 
you to parents that have already attended to this matter. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Please return to the front office) 

 

ENROLMENTS 2021 

PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

ICY POLE FRIDAYS 
With the weather warming up our very popular icy pole Fridays are back!! 
   
Students from Pre-primary to Year 6 are able to purchase an icy pole for 
$1.00 at afternoon recess. 

P & C MEETING 

The last P&C meeting for 2020 will be held at the Broken Hill at 7pm on Monday 24 November.  If you 
have never attended a meeting before, this is a good opportunity to check out what it is all about in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Please RSVP your attendance to secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail.com or on the P&C 
Facebook event page (https://www.facebook.com/VictoriaParkPandC). 

 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
The Uniform Shop is open every 2 weeks. It will be an afternoon opening from 2:45pm to 3:15pm. Please 
note due to COVID-19 restrictions, there can only be 3 people in the shop at a time. 
 
Dates, Fridays (2:45pm to 3:15pm): 20 November, 4 December and18 December.  
 
Other than these dates, please feel free to email: secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail.com if there's a specific 
item you require.  We can check the stock and let you know. 
 

Name of Student/s leaving at the conclusion of 

the 2020 school year. (Currently in Kindergarten 

– Year 5.) 

Year 

(Grade) in 

2020 

Destination 

      

      

      

      

mailto:secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FVictoriaParkPandC&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Cockroft%40education.wa.edu.au%7C27a665fab9f24832681608d88ad10277%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637411977576547624%7CUn
mailto:secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail
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ENCOURAGING BETTER BEHAVIOUR IN CHILDREN: WEBINAR 
In this free, live webinar, we’ll show you research-based strategies that can help children 2-12 years learn 
to behave better. 
 

Presented by: Tony Gates 

Tony Gates is a registered psychologist with expertise in child development and education. He has 
worked with parents facing challenges like difficult behaviour, childhood anxiety and depression, childhood 
anger management, autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability and family relationships. Tony is a 
dad, and works at the Parenting Research Centre to improve supports for parents. 
 
When: Tuesday 17 November 2020, 8 pm AEDT 

Duration: 40 minutes, followed by a 20-minute question and answer session 

This webinar provides general information and tips from a trusted parenting expert. Presenter Tony Gates 
can’t provide individual consultations on the night, but he will give you plenty of ideas for where you can 
go for more help if you need it. 
 
This webinar was developed by the Parenting Research Centre in collaboration with Australian experts, 
brought to you by raisingchildren.net.au, and funded by the Victorian Government. 
 
Sign up to join this free, live webinar on better child behaviour, or to get a recording if you can't attend the 
live webinar. 
 
https://kapara.rdbk.com.au/landers/b9ca13.html 

 

 

Encouraging better behaviour in children 

Encouraging better behaviour in children. Behaving well helps children get along with others, 
make friends, and learn. This is key to children’s healthy development. 

kapara.rdbk.com.au 

VACSWIM SWIMMING LESSONS 
Enrolments are now open for VacSwim swimming lessons during the summer school holidays. 
  
VacSwim in January offers fun lessons at beach or pool locations during the long break. Not only are 
they a great school holiday activity, they teach valuable safety skills to help keep your child safe in the 
water. 
 
Your children can start as young as five years old. Don’t wait! Enrol your children in VacSwim now at  
education.wa.edu.au/vacswim 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkapara.rdbk.com.au%2Flanders%2Fb9ca13.html&data=04%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7C5f50b5557d5446183e1808d886c32d95%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637407520137838357%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkapara.rdbk.com.au%2Flanders%2Fb9ca13.html&data=04%7C01%7CRebecca.Doak%40education.wa.edu.au%7C5f50b5557d5446183e1808d886c32d95%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637407520137848352%7
http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming
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PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

 

Dads of  Vic Park Primary  

Dads of Vic Park Primary Term 4 Activity  

 

Activity: Walk, ride or scoot from Vic Park Primary to Optus Stadium playground 
         (or meet us there) and have a play  

Who: dads, father figures and kids  

Lunch: BBQ, soft drink/juice and ice cream voucher  

Date: Sunday 29 November  

Time: 10:00am depart Vic Park Primary (Cargill St), 12:00pm lunch  

Cost: free! 

 

Please RSVP by 25 November (shane.boladeras@gmail.com or 0417 966 700). Make 
sure you let me know how many kids you are bringing!   

mailto:shane.boladeras@gmail.com

