
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Parents, Children and Community Members 

 

We are facing extraordinary times. Many schools were open across many parts of the state on Day One 
on 1 February 2021, while we were in lockdown. If the pandemic was not enough to contend with, there 
was the bushfire in the hills. Many of us would have had family or friends impacted by the fire.  Our 
thoughts go out to them in this very difficult time.  

   

So in these bewildering times, we welcome you back to the 2021 school year!  Even after the delay, we 
have had a great start. It was especially lovely to have all the children back at school.  A special welcome 
is extended to our new families and we hope you enjoy your stay at Victoria Park Primary School.   

 

All children have settled very well in to their classes.  We really appreciate your efforts in ensuring the 
children are back at school with their stationery and book requirements. 

 

I’d like to welcome a new teacher to the school – Ms Tammy Bizzaca in Kindy Red and Green. Welcome 
Tammy, I know you will love it here.  

 

Thank you very much to our gardener, Mr George Kontaratos for looking after the school grounds over 
the break and to our cleaners Mr Gaston Landu, Mrs Maria Pelicia and Mr Steven Cowl for preparing the 
school in readiness for 2021.  

 

As of today we have 471 students enrolled at Victoria Park Primary School. This is close to the number of 
students than we were anticipating for the start of the year.   

 

We have 20 classes within the school, five classes (2 Kindergarten and 3 Pre-primary) of which are locat-
ed at Planet Street. 
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BUILDING UPDATE 

As you will have seen, the contractors have made great progress over the holidays. At the time of writing 
this newsletter they are a little behind the original schedule but we still expect to be in the new building at 
the beginning of Term 2. 

 

We are finalising our furniture requirements for the new spaces, and putting in place plans to move back 
from Planet Street. We are working hard to limit the disruptions for staff, students and families. So that we 
are ready to start in Term 2, we have made a number of changes at the school in preparation for the 
move. 

 

We moved out of three rooms (18, 19 and 20) at the end of last year so that the buildings could be re-
moved earlier than originally planned. Once they are gone and the new building is complete, the land-
scaping will commence. I can’t wait to see what the space looks like with the transportable buildings gone.  

 

Transportable Buildings: Contractors have been readying the transportables for removal over the past 
week by removing services to the buildings. The buildings themselves will be removed this weekend 13 
and 14 February. Once they are gone, the contractors will ensure the site is safe for our children. This will 
take a few more days early in Week 3. 

 

Furniture Removal: Thank you to staff and the gardeners for their assistance with the removal of 
furniture from class rooms. 

 

Room 17 and 18 Arrangements: From Monday to Wednesday of Week 3 (15-17 February), staff will park 
off-site and our Year 1 students in Rooms 17 and 18 (old Kindy room/Room 21) will use the public 
footpath to move between their rooms and the main school. Staff and students from Room 17 will access 
the toilets located in Room 18. Further details of the arrangements for Rooms 17 and 18 will be shared 
directly with their parents later this week.  

 

Entering and Exiting School Grounds in Week 3: All students other than those in Rooms 17 and 18 will 
need to enter and leave the school grounds via the gates on Cargill Street near the Administration 
building (staff car park) and the basketball court on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 15-17 February. 
The gate on Albany Highway behind Room 14 will also be open.  

 

Basketball Court Re-Surfacing: This work was due to be completed in January but unfortunately this could 
not occur for a number of reasons. The work has been re-scheduled for the April school holidays. 

 

 

SCHOOL REVIEW - NOVEMBER 2020 

As published in the Week 6 newsletter in Term 4, 2020, we had a visit from Mrs Sue Cuneo (Regional 
Executive Director, South Metropolitan Education Region) who was checking on the progress we had 
made against the Public School Review (PSR) held in 2019.  From the report we received in 2019, we 
developed our 2019-2023 Business Plan.  

 

During the PSR process we reflected upon how we were going across a number of areas such as 
teaching quality, and student progress and achievement. After we submitted our judgements, two 
reviewers from the Department of Education came out and met with staff and parents to validate these 
judgements. A report was provided later in the year and was shared with the community through the 
newsletter and our website. 



 

 

Page 3 
Victoria Park Primary School 

Newsletter No. 1 

On Tuesday 24 November 2021, Ms Cuneo spent the day with us looking at the enhancements we have 
made since the last Review.  She focused on our processes for the management of students at 
educational risk. 

 

We have received the feedback from this review and Ms Cuneo stated that our staff did an amazing job 
across the school. However, like any workplace, we can always improve our processes and procedures, 
and I’d like to share with you the recommendations that were made.   

 

 Roles, responsibilities and expectations for the case management of students with complex needs 
must be understood and enacted consistently to align with school policy and procedure 
documentation.  

 
 Provide appropriate training to build staff capacity to plan for and support students with complex 

needs.   
 

 Provide appropriate school and system support for staff to be actively engaged in the case 
management of students in their care, who are at educational risk.   

 
 Ensure attention in policy documentation is given to the response to critical incident management.  

Consider the needs of the student at educational risk, the teacher, EAs and other class members. 
 
 Review the school Behaviour Management Policy to ensure a consistent whole-school understanding 

and implementation of processes.  This to include a clear articulation of roles, responsibilities and 
expectations for all staff in dealing with complex behaviours. 

 
 Develop and articulate agreed processes for staff support in response to critical incidents. 
 
 Classroom teachers to communicate with parents regarding processes for managing student 

behaviour in order to ensure the continuation of the educational program for all students is prioritised.   
 
While we had already started work in many of these areas as a response to our self-reflections in 2019, 
we are now revising our plans to ensure that we include these recommendations in our improvement 
agenda this year.   
 
The School Board will be supporting us with this work and during the year we will seek your input in many 
of our improvement areas including the above recommendations. We look forward to working with you to 
improve our school and sharing our achievements with you. 

 

NATIONAL OPINION SURVEY (Parents) 

All WA public schools are required to administer parent, student and staff National School Opinion 
Surveys (NSOS) every 2 years. We completed the last one in September last year. All areas in the 
questionnaire are over 60%, however it is still important to identify areas for improvement.  Therefore, the 
areas for improvement have been identified as the areas the school scored the least in.   

 

Here are the key findings: 

 

There were 85 responses from parents, up from 69 in 2019. Year 2 had the most responses (16), fol-
lowed by Year 6 (13). Year 1 had the least responses (9). 

 

Areas that improved centred on teaching and learning, and the role teachers play in your child/ren’s edu-
cation.  
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Areas identified for improvement included understanding the school’s behavior management system, and 
the school leadership’s role in consulting and working with parents and the local community, and looking 
for ways to improve.  

 

There are many strategies already in place to address the areas for improvement but we will review them 
to ensure that we can make the greatest impact for you and your children. 

 

STUDENT LEADERS  

We are very fortunate to have wonderful students at VPPS. Many nominated for leadership roles at the 
school and the successful students elected to the Student Council are: 

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS -  CHLOE & BIMA  

SWAN RED CAPTAINS -  OLIVIA & VANSH  

HELENA BLUE -  ALVIN & KYAH  

CANNING GOLD -  ENYA & BRADLEY 

AVON GREEN -  TAYTE & SAMAIRA  

 

CLASS MEETINGS 

Teachers will send information out soon, if they haven’t already done so, about their class meetings. 
Please look for this note and come to the meeting to meet your child’s teacher and find out more about 
their classroom organisation and teaching expectations. Our teachers work in partnership with parents 
and I know they value your support and any contributions you can make. These meetings will take place 
during Weeks 2-4. 

 

PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 

The School Board is an integral part of the school decision-making process. An election was held late last 
year to elect new members and it is my pleasure to announce that Amy Tait and Deepti Sadre have been 
elected to the Board while Bronwyn Ife has been re-elected. Dr. Nick Wills-Johnson will continue his term 
on the Board this year. New staff members elected to the Board includes Anthea Davies while Nadene 
Coupar is returning for a second year. I congratulate all new and continuing Board members on their 
nominations and selection, and look forward to working with them in the future. The first Board meeting 
will be held on Thursday 18 February and the minutes of this meeting will be communicated on the school 
website with a short report shared with you in the next newsletter. 

 

P&C MEETING 

The P&C at Victoria Park have done a wonderful job raising funds for resources and equipment for the 
school. This year the funds raised went towards interschool sports shirts, library books, subsidy for Pre-
primary swimming lessons, big books (reading), new blinds to enclose the upstairs classrooms, 125th an-
niversary mural and Greenbatch membership.  

 

They do this through a number of fundraising events which the members managed to hold even though 
there were restrictions with COVID.  Not only is it fun being part of the P&C but you also get to know other 
parents and make a very valuable contribution to the school. The next P&C meeting will be held on Mon-
day 22 February at 7:00pm in the school staffroom. We look forward to seeing as many people in attend-
ance as possible. 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION UPDATES 

We will send home the Student Update Forms through each classroom’s Parent Meeting. It is imperative 
that we have your current contact details in case we need to get in touch with you during the school day. 
Please make sure you read the form carefully and update where required. These forms are required to be 
returned by Friday 26 February. If you do not attend or if we have missed a meeting, we will send the Up-
date Forms home with your child.  
 
Hard copies of a variety of permission forms and other requested information i.e.: internet usage, photos, 
digital images and videoing; medical and confidential declarations will be sent home this week. Please 
return to your child/ren’s class teacher as soon as possible. It is important we get them back straight away 
so the older children can attend Raphael Park for their sports program and for play during the lunch 
break.  
 
 
SCHOOL STREAM 

School Stream is the app the school uses which will allow us to communicate efficiently with you as either 
an entire school or groups within the school. It has many functions which we use to communicate with you 
as follows: 

 Newsletters, 

 Important Updates and Notices, and 

 Absences. 

 

Please see below for directions on how to download the app. 
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SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 2021 

As a school we have chosen the School Development Days for 2021 as they best fit with the needs of 

our community.   

 

TERM 1: 

Teachers resume Thursday 28 January and Friday 29 January 

Students resume Monday 8 February  

Term ends  Thursday 1 April 

HOLIDAYS:  FRIDAY 2 APRIL – MONDAY 18 APRIL 

 

TERM 2: 

Teachers resume Monday 19 April 

Students resume Tuesday 20 April 

Term ends  Friday 2 July 

HOLIDAYS: SATURDAY 3 JULY – SUNDAY 18 JULY 

 

TERM 3: 

Teachers resume  Monday 19 July 

Students resume Tuesday 20 July 

Term ends  Friday 24 September 

HOLIDAYS:  SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 10 OCTOBER 

 

TERM 4: 

Teachers resume Monday 11 October 

Students resume Tuesday 12 October 

Term ends: 

Students  Thursday 16 December 

Teachers  Friday 17 December 

HOLIDAYS:   FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER - SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 2022 

 

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS – STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
 

Term 1 – Thursday 28 January and Friday 29 January  

Term 2 – Monday 19 April  

Term 3 – Monday 19 July 

Term 4 – Monday 11 October and Friday 17 December 
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SOCIAL DANCE YEARS 1- 4 

Humphrey’s Dance Studio will once again be providing a social dance program for Year 1 - 4 this term. 

This program has been most successful over a number of years and we are looking forward to another 

positive outcome this year. It is a wonderful opportunity for the students to learn new dances and to build 

on their skills from previous sessions while exercising and having fun. 

  

The first session began yesterday Monday 8 February and the lessons will continue each Monday until 

March 29. The last session will be a dance party with further information to be  

provided closer to the time. 

  

All students are expected to participate as the lessons are a part of their Physical Education/ Arts program 

and will therefore be a part of the student report in Semester One. The total cost for the 7 lessons is 

$28.70 per student. 

 

Payment may be made by Eftpos at the front office or by credit card over the phone or sending the 

total amount to your class teacher together with the permission note in a sealed and labelled en-

velope. 

  

Permission notes and full payment are to be made by Friday 19 February 2021. Please note that the op-

tion of weekly payments is not available. If you are unable to pay the full amount by Friday 19 February, 

please see the office staff to arrange a payment plan. If payment is not received by the due date, students 

will be unable to take any further part in the sessions until payment is received. Notes have been sent 

home today. 

 

 

RAPHAEL PARK PERMISSION NOTES 
Permission notes have been sent home today for all students in Years 1 - 6. This permission note is valid 

for the entire year and is relevant to sporting activities that take place at Raphael Park throughout the 

year. Completed notes for Year 4 - 6 are to be returned to your classroom teacher by this Friday 12 

February 2021 please. Year 1 - 3 notes to be returned by 19 February. 

 

 

FRIDAY SPORT YEAR 4-6 

Friday Sport for students in Year 4, 5 & 6 begins this Friday morning from 9:45 - 11:00am.  It will continue 
each Friday at this time until the end of Term 1.  Students have nominated a sport they would like to  
participate in and they will be notified of their allocation in the coming days. T-ball and cricket will be held 
at Raphael Park and Volleyball and Newcombe Ball will be held at school. It is essential that the   
Raphael Park permission notes are returned by this Friday, regardless of the sport your child is  
participating in.  



 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP HOURS FOR TERM 1 

 

Friday 12 Feb (8:30-9:30) 
 
Monday 15 Feb (14:45-15:30) 
 
Friday 19 Feb (8:30-9:30) 
 
Friday 5 March (8:30-9:30) 
 
Friday 19 March (8:30-9:30) 
 
Friday 26 March (8:30-9:30) 

Please note only second hand uniforms can be purchased from the uniform shop at school.  For new 
uniforms please visit the web site for Matrix Uniforms. 

 

P&C CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT OPTIONS 

If you missed ticking the box on the booklist you can still make a P&C contribution ($50.00 per family). The 
options available to pay are :  

1. Direct bank transfer  

Vic Park P&C account 

BSB 066-128  

Account no 0090 2596 

2. Pay at the uniform shop - cash or credit card payment available.  

3. Drop off a sealed envelop of cash to the school administration office and label the envelope as  

"P&C contribution". 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

If you want to know about more about helping out in 2021, please email Celine at 
volunteers.vicparkpandc@gmail.com to receive emails about volunteer opportunities and updates on 
money raised. 
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mailto:volunteers.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
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VICTORIA PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

Commencing Week 3, Tuesday 16 February 2021 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  Starting points and times vary on different days depending on the location of 

parent volunteers.  Please check the map carefully.   
 

Your child is welcome to join in anywhere along the route once the Walking School Bus Parent 

Contract has been completed and returned to the office. 
 

For additional information, please email Leanne.Lee@education.wa.edu.au. 

mailto:Leanne.Lee@education.wa.edu.au

