
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Parents, Children and Community Members, 
 
       
This year has been another very different year for us all. COVID-19 continued to cause disruption in our 
lives and we all had to learn how to live with it through lockdowns and restrictions.   Many of us still could 
not go overseas or interstate to visit family, we had to adjust to different family and work situations, and 
we all had to change our daily habits.  We have all learnt to scan QR codes when we enter public  
premises and use hand sanitiser on a daily basis.  

 

COVID-19 has taught us what is important in our lives and how to appreciate the small things that happen 
on a daily basis – walking by the river with more than two friends, sitting and enjoying a coffee at a café 
and having a family gathering of more than 10 people.  In many ways, COVID-19 reinforced our VPPS 
Values, especially those of care and compassion, team work and self-motivation. It also made us more 
patient, resilient and kind. 

 

Our Amazing Students 

Our children worked hard throughout the year and maximised their learning in all areas of the curriculum 
including English, mathematics, science and history. We had the return of NAPLAN testing to measure 
ourselves by this year, and the data we do have tells us that our kids are achieving well with the  
curriculum offered to them.       

 

Our children also do well across other spheres of development.  On the sports field under the leadership 
of Mrs Val Thompson, we have had many successes this year.  We finished fourth in the Interschool  
Athletics Carnival and interschool Cross Country event.   

 

Our faction athletics carnival is always a highlight of our sporting calendar and this year was no exception. 
Congratulations to Derbal Yerrigan (Swan Red), on winning the Faction Carnival for 2021 for the second 
year in a row!   Mundoon (Helena Blue) won the Faction Cross Country event. Even with all these  
highlights, our strengths remain our sportsmanship, and teamwork.  
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Our Arts program continues to grow under the leadership of Mrs Karen Reudavey in music. The choir 
performed at the Massed Choir Festival, during our Carols Concert, the smoking ceremony and during 
other special assemblies. Instrumental music students will also perform tomorrow and did perform  
during our Christmas Concert. Children have been invited to shine and share their love of writing and 
Visual Arts through termly competitions. Our thanks are extended to Ms Tara Claassens and Ms Jane 
Locke for their work in this area.  

 

We have had a great many successes with our values and pastoral care programs. We have continued 
our student mentor program as well as our strong focus on community service, having fun and learning 
along the way. Over 70 senior children are actively and conscientiously engaged in our monitors’  
program.  

 

I’d like to thank and congratulate our school captains and faction captains for all their hard work this 

year.  They have worked tirelessly and been wonderful ambassadors for the school. Bima and Chloe 

were our school captains while our faction captains were Olivia and Vansh (Derbal Yerrigan), Tayte 

and Samaira (Kokoolkar), Enya and Bradley (Djarl Karobilir) and Kyah and Alvin (Mundoon). Thank 

you all for a job well done. 

 

All of the students have taken on every challenge thrown at them with a smile and strong  
decision-making skills. They did not dwell on what they couldn’t do with the restrictions in place brought 
about by COVID-19 and the limited play spaces. They focused on what they could do. 
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Our Amazing Parents 

The changes brought about by COVID-19 and the new building have impacted greatly on you, our  
parents, as well, and we are grateful for your understanding and continued support throughout the 
year. No matter what we had to put in place, you supported us – dropping your kids at the gate, sitting 
behind bunting borders at the Faction Carnival, and the list goes on. You have been quite magnificent 
and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  

 

The School Board under the Chairmanship of Dr Nick Wills-Johnson continued its role supporting the 
school.  The Board meets regularly to assist the school with its decision-making. Thank you to all the 
members of the Board for your wisdom and support. Special thanks is extended to Ms Bronwyn Ife who 
has been on the School Board for about 10 years. We thank her for her hard work and wish her all the 
very best for the future. 

 

I’d like to thank the P & C Association, under the leadership of Carolyn Ellis and Jose Smith for their 
wonderful efforts in supporting the school.  This year they have worked hard to raise funds to beautify 
the area on Albany Highway. Special thanks are extended to the P&C Association members who 
worked generously to support fundraising events such as the cake stall and sausage sizzle at the  
faction carnival, the Fathers’ Day stalls, the Colour Run, the raffle, the Crazy Camel Art products, and 
icy pole days and Friday lunches.  

 

Even with restrictions in place, many other parents actively supported the school by volunteering their 
time to help us celebrate the return of the Kindy and Pre-primary students through the Bush Dance, as 
part of the Year 6 Graduation celebrations, the Scholastic Bookclub, The Fathering Project, in the 
classroom, in the library, on excursions, … and the list goes on. I would like to thank all of our  
volunteers for their ongoing commitment to, and support of, our school.   

 

A special thank you is extended to Mrs Rachel Shearer for all of the time she has invested in school 
banking which, by the way, will not be offered any longer by the Commonwealth Bank. Other parents 
leaving the school after being very active in the P&C Association or on the School Board include  
Bronwyn Ife, Sadia Zulfiquar, Susan Strudwick, Anthea Benness, Cyan and Marcus Plenderleith, as 
well as Kath and Chris Stace. We thank you for all you have done for the school and we wish you only 
the very best for the future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Amazing Staff 

The staff here is second to none.  They are totally professional, committed, and have a strong belief in 
the efficacy of primary education.  I am happy to report that most of our staff are returning in 2022. We 
say farewell to Ms Kristy Howson who is transferring to another school after many years at VPPS. We 
thank her for her hard work and contributions to VPPS, and we wish her all the best in her future  
career.   Mr Daryl Kee, Miss Emma Menarry, Mrs Paula Dick, and Mrs Deanne Wilde are also leaving 
the school, and Ms Locke will be taking leave in 2022. We wish them only the very best in their new 
endeavours. Some of our staff are like boomerangs – we farewell them one year and they are back the 
next. It is always wonderful to see staff return.  
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Our Amazing School Environment 

 

Our school looks amazing with new classrooms and up-to-date facilities, new landscaping and paths, a 
grassed central space, a re-surfaced basketball court, underground carpark, and space to add new 
play equipment. Without the 5 demountable classrooms we have created a site where the spaces flow 
from one to another.  

 

A highlight of our year was the opening of the new building and the indigenous smoking ceremony that 
proceeded it.  Elder Betty Garlett led the Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony.  Elder and local 
Aboriginal Artist Yondee, who painted the mural on the new building, assisted Betty with the Smoking 
Ceremony and shared the painting’s significance with the students.  Thanks are extended to Ms Kellie 
Rees and Mrs Deb Eke for organising this very significant event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, we thank you for all you have done to support our school this year and if you are leaving 

we wish you all the best for the future. For those of you who are returning next year: we wish you and 

your families all the very best for the festive season, and we look forward to seeing you next year. 

 

Well done everyone, we survived 2021 and are looking forward to 2022 with great anticipation!  

 

A MESSAGE FROM MS HOWSON 

After nine, wonderful years at Victoria Park Primary School, I will be leaving at the end of this year to 
start in a new role as a Pre-primary teacher at Carlisle Primary School in 2022. Over the past nine 
years, I have been incredibly privileged to share the school journey with the VPPS community.  I want 
to sincerely thank you for having me, supporting me and sharing your beautiful families and cultures 
with me. I leave VPPS so much richer and with a heart full of wonderful memories.  I look forward to 
hearing stories of your children as they continue their journeys at VPPS and beyond. If you’re around 
the school and want to come and say hello, I’m up in Room 8 until the end of the year (except on 
Wednesdays). Thank you, VPPS community, until next time!  
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COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

Over the past few weeks, we have been preparing for 2022 and part of our planning has centred on 
COVID-19. With our state opening borders to domestic and international travellers, we are at more risk 
of an outbreak of COVID-19 within this state.  

All schools have been asked to prepare plans for the possibility of school closure, or a move to online 
learning in case there is an outbreak of COVID within the school community. 

We have a COVID Safe Plan in place and are ready to implement these plans should the need arise.  
We will publish more information about the content of the plans at the beginning of next year.  

In the meantime, we have included the following again for your information.  

 

Vaccination Requirements for Education Sites 2022 

As you may be aware, all school staff are required to be double dose vaccinated before Term 1, 2022 
starts.   

The State Government has issued Education Worker (Restrictions on Access) Directions (No. 3), which 
are published on wa.gov.au.  These Directions include vaccination requirements for visitors entering 
school sites.  

Students are not required to be vaccinated.  

Parents/carers are not required to be vaccinated when: 

 dropping off or picking up their child from school; 
 volunteering at school on an ad hoc basis; 
 attending an event such as an assembly or parent teacher interview; or 
 entering the school after hours. 
 
‘Ad hoc basis’ means attendance at no more than one education facility no more than once per week. 
 
Parents/carers are required to provide vaccination evidence (single dose vaccinated from  
1 January 2022 and double dose vaccinated from 31 January 2022) or exemption when: 

 volunteering at the school more than once a week (this includes volunteering at the school can-
teen, uniform store or an in-class literacy or numeracy program); 

 working in an unpaid capacity at the school more than once a week; or 
 participating in an endorsed program at the school where parent attendance is required (such 

as KindiLink). 
 
The following are acceptable forms of evidence of COVID-19 vaccination or exemption: 
 
 written confirmation of the COVID-19 vaccination issued by the Department of Health; 
 the COVID-19 digital certificate, which shows only your COVID-19 vaccinations. Services Austral-

ia has information on how to get your COVID-19 digital certificate; 
 your immunisation history statement, which shows all vaccinations you’ve had. Services Australia 

has information on how to get your immunisation history statement; 
 an International COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate issued by the Commonwealth Government. 

This shows the COVID-19 vaccination recorded on the Australian Immunisation Register; 
 medical exemption issued by the Australian Immunisation Register; or 
 temporary exemption granted by the WA Chief Health Officer. 
 
We are committed to ensuring our school is a COVID-19 safe space. We have been provided with a 
clear direction of what we all need to do to keep students, colleagues and our community safe. If you 
have any queries, please contact the school on 08 6216 4900. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wa.gov.au%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Feducation-worker-restrictions-access-directions-no-3&data=04%7C01%7Cjenna.hardie%40education.wa.edu.au%7C82eb84793b6e46e368d408d9b9ee7cf6%7Ce08016f9d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.servicesaustralia.gov.au%2Findividuals%2Fsubjects%2Fgetting-help-during-coronavirus-covid-19%2Fcovid-19-vaccinations%2Fwhat-types-proof-there-are%2Fcovid-19-digital-certificate-proof&data=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.servicesaustralia.gov.au%2Findividuals%2Fsubjects%2Fgetting-help-during-coronavirus-covid-19%2Fcovid-19-vaccinations%2Fwhat-types-proof-there-are%2Fimmunisation-history-statement-proof&data
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PARKING 
 
Parking is challenging around all schools but especially those in the inner city and at this time of the 
year. We are continually working with parents within the school and the Town of Victoria Park to  
improve the smoothness of the traffic flow at Cargill Street and Geddes Street. I’d like to remind  
parents and family members of the rules of the Pick-up and Set-down zone in Cargill and Geddes 
Street. They are as follows: 

 

Set Down and Pick Up Zones (Kiss and Drive)  

Set down and pick up zones are for parents to briefly pick up or drop off their children. The objective is 
for traffic to flow, moving forward when space is available. Cars are not to be parked or left unattended 
as it disrupts the flow of traffic.  

 

Parking Restrictions  

Listed below are some signs you are likely to see around your school. There are also restrictions that 
are not sign-posted. Not abiding by these restrictions can result in infringements being issued.  
Penalties for these infringements range from $60 to $120, depending on the offence.  

 

Without Signs  

Verge Parking – You need permission from the resident to park on their verge.  

 

Driveways – No part of your vehicle can overhang and/or block a driveway.  

 

Footpaths – No parking on footpaths or pedestrian crossings. This includes all paved areas.  

 

Double Parking – Do not park on the road alongside a car that is already parked. (It interferes with 
traffic flow and can cause accidents).  

 

Parking against the flow of traffic – Always remember to park in the direction of travel and not 
against it, with the passenger door being on the kerb side of the road. Exercise caution and look for 
cyclists and other footpath users.  

 

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY 

 

Please note that Friday 17 December is a School Development Day and so the students should not 
attend on this date. Their last day is on Thursday 16 December. 
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TERM DATES 2022 

 

Term 1:  Monday 31 January - Friday 8 April 

 

Break:  Saturday 9 April - Monday 25 April 

 

Term 2: Tuesday 26 April - Friday 1 July 

 

Break:  Saturday 2 July - Sunday 17 July 

 

Term 3: Monday 18 July - Friday 23 September 

 

Break:  Saturday 24 September - Sunday 9 October 

 

Term 4: Monday 10 October - Thursday 15 December 

 

 

CLASS LISTS FOR 2022 

 

Please note that class lists for 2022 will be posted on boards, in the undercover area, from 1pm on  
Friday 28 January. 

 

VPPS POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT 

The VPPS WAPBS team would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the families who responded 
to our Behaviour Expectations Survey. We had just over fifty VPPS families share their ideas with us, 
providing data that we can now use to lay down the foundations for PBS at VPPS. 

We are compiling your responses and look forward to sharing them with you in the new school year. 

As the end of our school year approaches, we would like to wish all of the VPPS school community a 
very Merry Christmas, and a safe and relaxing New Year. 

Stay safe, look after each other and enjoy the holidays! 
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PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

 

Pizza and paper planes – Dads of Vic Park Primary  

Our last event for 2021 was a huge success with about 80 dads, father 
figures and kids descending on Vic Park Primary. We made lots of paper 
planes, practiced flying on the grassed area and off the first floor, and 
then had a fly-off in combined year groups for prizes for the furthest flight 
before devouring pizza. It was great to see everyone making planes and 
spending quality time together.  

  

For those of you who don’t know about the Dads of Vic Park Primary… 
we are a network of dads and father-figures committed to doing cool 
things with our kids, learning how to be an even better dad and being 
part of the local community. We have 90 dads as members and growing! 
We hold fun events and activities for dads and kids, dads only or whole 
families. If you aren’t a member, sign up at www.thefatheringproject.org/
dads‐group/victoria‐park‐primaryschool‐dads‐group/. We have re-
cently started a WhatsApp group. If you would like to be on this group please email 
shane.boladeras@gmail.com.  

  

 Wishing you a safe and happy holiday!  

  

  Shane, Duncan, Josh and Alvin  
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefatheringproject.org%2Fdads%25E2%2580%2590group%2Fvictoria%25E2%2580%2590park%25E2%2580%2590primaryschool%25E2%2580%2590dads%25E2%2580%2590group%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cemma.brolly%40education.
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefatheringproject.org%2Fdads%25E2%2580%2590group%2Fvictoria%25E2%2580%2590park%25E2%2580%2590primaryschool%25E2%2580%2590dads%25E2%2580%2590group%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cemma.brolly%40education.
mailto:shane.boladeras@gmail.com
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Hi Everyone, 

Well, that’s another wrap to a year and as always we’d like to extend our deep gratitude to the school 

community. Thank you so much, for all your time and effort toward the P&C fundraising activities; it is 

greatly appreciated and we are so thankful to have such a wonderful school community. 

Just to let everyone know, the last P&C Cupcake Wednesday (1 Dec) raised $705 and the Raffles (at 

Carol by sunset) raised $3500. 

Event planner for 2022 is outlined below, for your information. 

Highlighted in yellow however, are events requiring volunteer co-ordinator/s. Faction carnival, Pie  
Fridays, Mother and Father’s day stall, are ‘core’ events in the fundraising calendar and have  
consistently over the years contributed substantially to the P&C. 

 

If you think you can help in these roles or just want a general discussion, please email  

secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail.com. Unfortunately without a force behind these events, they will be  

postponed, until a co-ordinator volunteers. 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year..... 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Co-ordinator(s) Comments 

Icy poles     Icy poles Jose Every Friday 

  Pie Friday Pie Friday       

Fathering 

project 

Fathering 

project 

Fathering 

project 

Fathering 

project 

Shane   

Cupcake 

Wed 

Cupcake 

Wed 

Cupcake 

Wed 

Cupcake 

Wed 

Serena/Jose 2 x each term. One for Yr 6 

graduation, one for P&C. 

    Faction  

Carnival 

    Sausage Sizzles, Cake Stall 

      Colour run Bo   

      Carols by 

sunset 

  Opportunity for a fundraiser 

    Crazy Camel 

(Part 1) 

Crazy Camel 

(Part 2) 

Serena / Jose   

  Mother’s 

day stall 

        

    Father’s day 

stall 

      

Family 

Welcome 

Day + 

Movie 

Night 

      Sub-Committee:   

Bo, Nicole, Carolyn, 

Carey, Sampath, 

Deepti, Amy 

-Tentatively for Wk 4/5 (but not 

the long weekend week) 

  

  School 

Disco 

      Sub-committee to be formed 

with venue to be allocated at 

school. 

Volunteers Co-ordinator Celine   

2nd Hand uniform shop Jose Open on assembly Fridays 

Bank Depositor Jose   

Entertainment Book Rachel   

Sci-Tech Night Deepti Details to be discussed. 

mailto:secretary.vicparkpandc@gmail.com
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